
   
    

    
   

   

   

 

                  
                 

                   
                

             
                  

               
                   

              
                 

                
 

             
                 

      

             
        

Peabody Pumas in the Know 
Welcome to the Peabody School! 

Peabody Pumas in the Know 
March - April 2022 

Mr. Abdel Sepulveda, Principal 

My dear Peabody Community: 

Happy Spring! 

Watching your children grow and learn every day is a gift that no one on our staff takes lightly. 
They surprise us every day. The love and care they show one another is truly inspiring to 
watch. 

Recently, a few students left our schools to move to other locations. I want to share the joy with 
which our school community sent these students off to their new schools. Each of the three 
children was given personalized gifts that contained notes and photos. Messages from staff, 
friends, and teachers. Mini parties were held in their honor. The whole staff took time out of 
their schedules to ensure that these children would know that they would be truly missed by 
their Peabody Family. It was so beautiful to see the joy on the children’s faces. Giving the gift 
of being remembered and allowing them to have something that will ensure they remember us. 
I was so proud. This was all done without guidance. Completely organic, Everyone wanted to 
wish these children all the best and remind them that they always have a home with the 
Peabody Family. 

Please enjoy a sampling of how we have celebrated Women’s History Month and Autism 
Acceptance Month at school. We invite you to talk to your children at home about these events 
and how they enjoyed them at school. 

As always, please remember that our doors are always open to our community members. 
Please drop by or give us a call anytime. 

In kindness and service, 
Mr. S. 



    

  

                    
           

      
      

  
  

  
      

    
    
         
        

         

                    
 

 

      

Mrs. Nicole Sullivan, Family Liaison 

Hello Peabody Families: 

As we find our way towards the end of the school year, I’d like to take this space to update you 
on some things you can look forward to in the coming months. 

Peabody Poetry Parade - Thursday, April 28th 
Spring Picture/Make-Up Picture Day - May 3rd 
Kindergarten Open House 
Peabody Art Show 
Staff Appreciation Day 
Kindergarten Graduation (all JK’s and Kindergartners Participate) 
5th Grade Moving On Ceremony 
Special Start Moving Up Night 
Summer Playdates in the park for Junior and Senior Kindergartners 
Welcome Back Event for all Families in late August 

As these events get closer, we will share more details. 

As always, please be sure to let me know if there is anything I can help your family with. See 
you soon! 

Warmly, 

Nicole Sullivan 

Meet Ms. Cheryl Wong - Reading Interventionist 



              
             

                
               

             
              

              
          

                
              

  

              
      

Ms. Cheryl Wong joined the Peabody School in December as a Literacy Interventionist. After 
receiving her bachelor's degree in Elementary Education in the Midwest, she taught in many 
states around the United States and also internationally in Taiwan. Prior to coming to Boston for 
her master's degree in Reading Education, she was a classroom teacher in Hawaii. Ms. Wong 
is dual-licensed in Elementary Education and as a Reading Specialist. Throughout her teaching 
career, she has been a classroom teacher for junior kindergarten through 5th grade in addition 
to being a kindergarten through 2nd-grade reading teacher. Ms. Wong focuses on a growth 
mindset, applies culturally responsive teaching, and emphasizes equity throughout her teaching. 
She helps students foster a love for books and encourages them to be lifelong learners. Ms. 
Wong enjoys traveling, being active outdoors, and spending quality time with her 2 children and 
the family Goldendoodle. 

During the month of March, we celebrated Women’s History Month at Peabody. Here is 
what happened in and around the school. 

Younger students working with Ms. Della Cioppa, worked on tracing and cutting skills 
using Sonia Selaunay's work as inspiration. Selaunay was a Ukrainian born French artist. 
She was the first living female artist to have a retrospective at the Louvre. 

In Primary Music, students learned about Nina Simone, Selena Quintanilla Perez, 
Hildegard von Bingen, Alma Deutscher, May Erlewine, Ella Fitzgerald, and others through 
stories, music and dance. 



The JK/K classrooms read books to learn about the accomplishments of women 
throughout the years and the vital role they have played for our society, our cultures and 
our history. 

Some books Ms. Bourne highlighted for Women’s History Month.  She also read the 
following books with classes: The Doctor with an Eye For Eyes: The Story of Dr. Patricia 
Bath; The Girl Who Thought in Pictures: The Story of Dr. Temple Grandin; Mae Among the 
Stars. 

Friday Mar. 4,  Ms. Bourne arranged for Ms. Casassa's class to have a virtual visit with 
author/illustrator Joanna Ho. 

Ms. Wong read these books with her students: 

Kamala Harris: Rooted in Justice by Nikki Grimes and Laura Freeman 

Queen of Physics, How Wu Chien Shiung Helped Unlock the Secrets of the Atom by Teresa 
Robeson 

Firebird, Ballerina Misty Copeland Shows a Young Girl How to Dance Like a Firebird by Misty 
Copeland 

Turning Pages by Sonia Sotomayor 

Ms. Cassasa had daily read-alouds as well as a bulletin board of important women in 
history/present and their valuable contributions to society. 



In honor of Women’s History Month, Ms. Burns’ students explored and celebrated scientist 
Jane Goodall’s groundbreaking work with chimpanzees.  They read Me…Jane by Patrick 
McDonnell. This story is about Jane’s childhood and will inspire students to make their 
dreams come true. 

In art, students learned about Japanese artist Yayoi Kusama. Yayoi is 92 years old and still 
making art! She has been acknowledged as one of the most important living artists not only 
because of her wonderful work but also because she has been a strong woman who has 
fought illness through art. "I fight pain, anxiety, and fear every day, and the only method I 
have found that relieved my illness is to keep creating art. I followed the thread of art and 
somehow discovered a path that would allow me to live." - Yayoi Kusama. In her honor, we 
made collages. Students began creating their own dotted paper! 



In Physical Education, to celebrate women’s history month.  Mr. P. read the “Sports Women 
Legends Alphabet” book to each class and discussed the impact of some of the women 
mentioned in sports. 

Ms. Nerich’s class enjoyed reading and learning about the Women in Good Night Stories for 
Rebel Girls. 



Each week in 2nd-5th grade health class, Ms Pratt featured a notable or noteworthy 
woman of color who has positively contributed to the health and wellness industry. 

Ms. Locke read the following books to her students: 

I am Michelle Obama: The First Lady 

Opal Lee and What It Means To Be Free 

Rosie Revere Engineer 

Parker Looks Up 

You Are A Star, Ruth Bader GInsberg 

In secondary music, Ms. Kleeman had students pick a song to listen to and analyze as their 
"do now," or immediate routine in class.  She also used her "do now" exercises from a 
famous female musician to analyze.  Dolly Parton, Diana Ross, Gloria Estefan, and Linda 
Rondstat were featured. 

Ms. Neviakis read Malala's Magic Pencil with my 2nd graders and worked towards writing 
a persuasive writing piece about why EVERYONE deserves a right to education. 

In Special Start, students intentionally focused some aspects of our curriculum on women. 
To start, teachers facilitated a discussion with preschoolers about the women in their lives. 
Weread a variety of developmentally appropriate picture books about women in history, as 
well as women characters. We are also especially interested to read books about women 
characters who engage in careers or activities that have not traditionally been perceived as 
something women do. Finally, we listened to music by female musicians, read books by 
female authors, and learned about other contributions of other women, as well. 



Ms. Costa read She Persisted Around The World by Chelsea Clinton with her students. 
They thought about someone they know who has faced a challenge. It could be a woman 
from the books they have read, someone in their family, or even themselves. They described 
the challenge and how that person persisted and did not give up. 

3rd graders created a quote board for things that several inspiring women have said. 
Students researched these women and found important quotes. As we identified these 
quotes we talked about the intent of the people’s words and the meaning behind them. We 
connected this to our social studies unit while we talked about women’s rights and voting. 

April is Autism Acceptance Month - Here are the ways some of our classrooms and 
specialists participated: 



           
  

        
       
       

   

         
        

         
    

           

        
       

     

        
     
       

         
    

        
     

        
      

       
 

        
         

         
        

        

  
        

       
       

    

Ms. B’s 3rd Grade We will read “The Girl who Thought in Pictures” 
about Temple Grandin. 

Amy Blenk Support work by classroom teachers & use at 
least 1 text focused on autism awareness with 
each group for writing (specific text dependent on 
collaboration with classroom teachers). 

Library We will create a display of books and a collection 
in Destiny Discover with books & links (have a 
great digital resource to share? Send it to Katie) 
Link to Autism Awareness Collection 

Ms. Burns’ 1st Grade We will read an age appropriate read aloud about 
autism. 

Jk/Kindergarten JK and K classes will read age appropriate read 
alouds and talk about how students can be 
different learners if they have autism. 

Maya Cameron-Gilsey Worked with Ms. Dunbar to create an Autism 
awareness bulletin board to highlight influential 
individuals who are on the autism spectrum. I 
hope it will be a touchpoint for students to learn, 
ask questions, and be inspired. 

Ms. Cassasa Age appropriate read alouds as well as the 
chapter book A Boy Called Bat. 

Nathaniel Clark Reading books on this subject to various classes 
as well as discuss with small groups 

Sonia Costa We will read My Brother Charlie By: Holly 
Robinson Peete 
"Charlie has autism. His brain works in a special 
way. It's harder for him to make friends. Or show 
his true feelings. Or stay safe." But as his big 
sister tells us, for everything that Charlie can't do 
well, there are plenty more things that he's good 
at. 
OliverBy: Birgitta Sif 
Oliver is different. He enjoys his solitude. He likes 
playing with his friends, who are puppets, stuffed 
animals, and other toys. With his rich imagination, 
Oliver’s day is never dull. 

https://collections.follettsoftware.com/collection/623b3d1da829370011df62b0?h=c3ffe4a8c81a05be2c3a7bec7f047c891fe65ed5914219d341735fdec0c887cb


         
      

       
       

       
        

        
   

         
     
      

      
     

        
      
    

        
     

         
        

    

       
        

       
       
       

        
      

       
         

        

         
     

          

       
          

        

Lisa DellaCioppa We will read “The Girl Who Thought In Pictures” 
about Temple Grandin. We will discuss sensory 
supports that were used by Temple Grandin and 
how all bodies can benefit from sensory supports 
sometimes. I was also inspired by Rachel’s plan 
and will also use “Benny Doesn’t Like Hugs” for 
my younger students. This will also help open the 
discussion on sensory preferences. 

Special Start Our team will seek out picture books that support 
this theme, highlighting and celebrating characters 
and their differences. Along reading these books, 
we will facilitate simple discussions about the 
wonderful similarities and differences amongst us 
and in the members of our community. We will 
also remind our preschoolers how everyone can 
play, learn and grow together. 

Allyson Goose In ELL class, I'll share book reviews for 
independent reading options that raise autism 
awareness. 

Art In art, JK/K classes will engage in read alouds as 
well as creating a rainbow with craft materials that 
engage our sense of touch 

Primary Music In music class, we will read age-appropriate 
stories such as “My Friend Has Autism,” and we 
will brainstorm ways that we could make music 
class enjoyable for students with autism. We will 
learn about musical shows that have been created 
for students with autism and other needs, such as 
“Leaf” by Ceol Connected and concerts by Music 
for Autism. What factors have been taken into 
account in these shows? We will watch part of a 
virtual concert by Music for Autism to find out. 

Nadia Jeudy We will watch a short video called “We are 
different” and have a brief discussion 

5th Grade Listen to - My Friend has Autism and Aurora’s Gift 

Michele Lippens Develop my own professional learning about how 
to support students with ASD. Offer to be a “guest 
reader” to our classrooms during this month. I will 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0N6BrEjbvYE
https://www.musicforautism.org/
https://www.musicforautism.org/


     
    

      

         

    
      

         

              
    
     

       

            
        
     
       
      
 

         
       

         

            
         

      

          
      

      
       

       
         

      

       
     

       

continue to share resources for differentiating 
instruction throughout my coaching cycle, 
including best practices to support all learners. 

Susan Locke We will read an age appropriate read aloud about 
autism. 

Ms. Nerich’s Class Listen to -
All My Stripes and My Brother Charlie 

Andrea Neviackas We will read an age appropriate read aloud about 
autism. 

Leslie Nilsen and Jeannette Sarmanian In PT, we will support our ASD kiddos with a fun 
obstacle course, incorporating the senses, 
including heavy work, deep pressure, smell, 
touch, hearing, and discuss how each makes us 
feel 

Esther Na Eon Park I will read “A Manual for Marco” and use various 
sensory activities to talk about how we all have 
different sensory needs/preferences. I am also 
reading the anthology “All the Weight of Our 
Dreams: On Living Racialized Autism” for my 
personal education! 

Physical Education I will aim to support the work of classroom 
teachers and follow up with classes about what 
they have learned and how it can apply in P.E. 

Ms. Pierce’s 3rd Grade. We will watch the video, “We Are All Different, and 
That’s Awesome!” We will also read the book “The Girl 
Who Thought in Pictures” about Temple Grandin. 

Dorene Serrao Read the book, We’re Amazing 1, 2, 3. A story 
about friendship and autism with Sesame Street's 
newest character, Julia. Discuss how everyone 
has emotions and may have different ways of 
expressing them. Everyone needs a friend, and 
everyone can be a friend. We are all similar in 
some ways, and we should celebrate our 
differences. 

Efhrate Sinthia I will discuss some of the well-known 
mathematicians and scientists who were autistic. 
Such as Albert Einstein, who had severe speech 



        
       
       
         
 

 

         
         

  

            
     

       
   

       
     
     
        
      

      
      

  
   

   
   

delay in his childhood, and Sir Issac Newton, who 
had Asperger's syndrome. I will talk more about 
their childhood and how they became famous for 
their talent and work. Also read their books in my 
small group. 

Natalie Scardina I will support my students in their classroom by 
creating and reading adapted texts with visual 
supports that focus on celebrating individuals with 
autism. We will also talk about how learning looks 
different for everyone and what supports we might 
use to help us learn. 

Leighanna Son Engage in a read-aloud and discuss how we can 
be friends with all people. We all have our own 
strengths and needs. 

Ms. Tamagna’s 2nd grade I will be doing a read-aloud each week that is 
age-appropriate about autism. For example, The 
Girl Who Thought in Pictures, My Brother Charlie, 
and All My strips. 

Traci Vecchiarello Attending ‘Inclusive Quality Education for All’ -
United Nations World Autism Awareness Virtual 
Event; support classroom teachers with read 
alouds of identified texts; offer to read aloud to 
classes with any of the selected texts 

Cheryl Wong We will read the following books: 
-My Brother Charlie by Holly Robinson Peete and 
Ryan Elizabeth Peete-
-Uniquely Wired by Julie Cook 
-Too Sticky! By Jen Malia 
-Ian’s Walk by Laurie Lears 

A few more things… 

When Ukraine was attacked, The Peabody showed support through sunflowers. 







We also celebrated World Down Syndrome Day!  One of our families shared their story with 
our school. All classrooms had the book,  “Just Ask” by Sonia Sotomayor read to them and 
everyone wore mismatched socks! 



We also celebrated PI Day!  The staff wore fun Pi Day TShirts and all students received pies 
to take home! 





We took great pride in acknowledging Autism Acceptance Day and wore RED Instead! 

Lastly, we acknowledged Transgender Day of Visibility. 




